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USDA Services
4401 Sion Farm, Suite 2 Local Offices Issue Receipts for Services Provided

Christiansted, VI 00820-4245
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that

4440 NW 25th Place, St 1 FSA provides a receipt to customers who request or receive
Gainesville, FL 32606 assistance or information on FSA programs.
www.fsa.usda.gov/vi As part of FSA’s mission to provide enhanced customer service,

_ producers who visit FSA will receive documentation of services
Office Staff: requested and provided. From December through June, FSA
Michelle Thurland, CED issued more than 327,000 electronic receipts.

Rosita Rivera, PT
The 2014 Farm Bill requires a receipt to be issued for any

County Committee: agricultural program assistance requested from FSA, the Natural
Efrain Bermudez Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development
Chairperson (RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any

agricultural information, program and/or loan assistance provided to
Charles Deyalsingh an individual or entity.

Vice Chairperson
In some cases, a form or document — such as a completed and

Jean Patrick Olive signed program enrollment form — serve as the customer receipt

Voting Member instead of a printed or electronic receipt. A service is any
information, program or loan assistance provided whether through

Linda M. Skov a visit, email, fax or letter.

Advisor

To learn more about FSA, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or to find your
local USDA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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2015 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list
of county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”

“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA
office.

USDA Program Helps Offset Transportation Costs for
Farmers and Ranchers in the VI

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that beginning July 20, farmers and
ranchers residing outside the contiguous continental United States can enroll in the Reimbursement
Transportation Cost Payment Program (RTCP) for fiscal year 2015. Applicants must submit their
application to their administrative county FSA office by Sept. 11, 2015. Applicants will have until
Nov. 2, 2015, to provide supporting documentation.

The 2014 Farm Bill reauthorized the program, which offsets a portion of the costs of transporting
agricultural products over long distances. The program allows farmers and ranchers in Alaska,
Hawaii and insular areas including the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa,
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, Virgin Islands of the United States, Federated States
of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands and Republic of Palau, to recover transportation
costs.

Payments are calculated based on the costs incurred for transportation of the agricultural
commodity or inputs, subject to an $8,000 per producer cap per federal fiscal year. In the event that
claims for payments exceed the funds available from the program for a fiscal year, payments will be
reduced on a pro-rata basis.

For more information on the RTCP program, farmers and ranchers in the eligible areas can visit
their FSA county office or the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. To find your local
FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers
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Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that producers who
apply for FSA farm loans also will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss
protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill. The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-insurable
crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty crop
growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium.

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed
50 percent of production. Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay,
forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers
to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also
apply for FSA credit.

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible
for a 50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65
percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may
work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their
fair market value in those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women.

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and
microloans that have a streamlined application process.

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more,
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at
https://offices.usda.gov.

Agricultural Producers in Florida Still Have Time to Apply for
Direct Farm Ownership Loan Program
Low-Interest Loans Can Help Producers Start or Expand Farms

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Florida Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that
farmers and ranchers still have time to apply for low interest loans available through the FSA direct
farm ownership program. Applications must be approved by Sept. 30, 2015, to take advantage of
the funding available.

Eligible farmers and ranchers can borrow up to $300,000 to buy farmland, construct or repair
buildings, pay closing costs, or promote soil and water conservation. The interest rate can be as low
as 1.5 percent with up to 40 years to repay.

New farmers and ranchers, military veterans, and underserved farmers and ranchers also are
encouraged to apply. Each year Congress targets 80 percent of available loan funds to beginning
and targeted underserved farmers and ranchers. Targeted underserved groups include American
Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians, or other Pacific
Islanders, Hispanics and women.

For more information about farm loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit https://offices.usda.gov.
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Selected Interest Rates for July 2015

90-Day Treasury Bill
.125%

Farm Operating Loans — Direct
2.50%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct
3.75%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher
1.50%

Emergency Loans
3.50%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years)
2.000%

Sugar Storage Facility Loans
2.625%

Commodity Loans 1996-Present
1.250%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



